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New District Commissioner Visits CERC

The Jifunze Project and the
CERC were recently paid a visit
by newly appointed Kiteto
District Commissioner, Lt.

= John. B. Henjewele. The visit
was part of district-wide tour
introducing Lt. Henjewele to
his new position.

The District Commissioner
(DC) has a very important role
in the governing of the district.
Acting as administrator for the
district, he directly represents
the county’s President. As such, he is responsible for the
development of the district in all sectors, including
education. Given that CERC management is the
collaborative effort of the Jifunze Project, a local
community-based Steering Committee and the Kiteto
District Council (KDC), Lt. Henjewele’s visit held much
significance.

After touring the CERC grounds and complex, the
new DC and Jifunze/CERC staff sat down together for a
formal tea. Included in the ceremony were speeches
from Jifunze Management Advisor, Mary Malekela and
Lt. Henjewele himself. Both emphasized the great
accomplishments of the CERC and a dedication to the
continued cooperation of the local government and the
Jifunze Project. In a letter written following his visit, Lt.
Henjewele said, “I congratulate you, the management and
staff who are responsible, through discipline and
complete accountability, for the great success of the
CERC. Furthermore, I have been pleased with the way in
which donor funds have been so well and honestly put to
use.”

We, too, were very pleased with his visit. This
opportunity to meet Lt. Henjewele served only to further
strengthen ties between the local government and the
Jifunze Project.
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Lt. Henjewele speaks to
gathered staff

Bright Afternoons in the Primary
and Children’s Room

The primatry room members couldn’t be happier
with the advent of new programming in their corner of
the CERC. Between the English program and E/inu
Vitendo, the members are being actively engaged in every
aspect of their CERC experience.

July 2006 marked the official start of the Primary
English program. After completing the preliminary
round of classes
in 2005 and
developing a
curriculum to suit
the specific needs
of our members,
the English
program is now
tully functioning,.
Three classes are
given each week
to respective age groups with class sizes consistently
averaging about 10-12 students, though oftentimes
having as many as 16 students.

The instructors of the program, CERC Teacher
Joyce Nnko and Jifunze volunteers CJ Fravil and
Modesta Kuzenzia, devote their time and energy to
keeping the classes lively and stimulating. The effects of
this can be seen whenever class time rolls around:
students race to the English corner of the room as soon
as they see the instructors coming. Every week students
can look forward to new activities, worksheets, cartoons
and stories.

Another program brightening the afternoons of our
primary room members is a realization of Elimu 1 itendo,
the “active learning” program developed by the CERC
teaching staff earlier this year. As part of their regular
CERC experience, members usually spend the last 30
minutes of their day enjoying the educational playground.
Michezo or “games” provides more structure to this time.
Incorporating activities such as musical chairs and duck-
duck-goose enriches their playtime by teaching them

Students busy at work in English class




valuable logic skills and concepts of fairness in
competition. Plus, the games are such that they can be
easily remembered and shared with friends at school and
at home, thus helping Jifunze to reach a larger part of the
community.

Jifunze would like to thank all of the volunteers and
CERC staff who have dedicated themselves to the
success of these programs. It is though their innovative
ideas and unique approaches to learning that these great
programs can be provided for all members of the CERC.

Movie Night Comes to the CERC

The Secondary and Youth room at the CERC was
recently transformed as it hosted the first-ever Movie
Night. Dimmed lights and rows of chairs created an
authentic movie-going experience. The 50 members in
attendance didn’t seem to mind that there wasn’t any
popcorn or soda and simply enjoyed The Princess Bride.

Led by Secondary Room
Coordinator, Judica Kileo, in
collaboration with Jifunze
volunteers, Movie Night will
occur once a month. Not
entirely recreational, the movies
presented aim to informally
develop students’ English
language skills. The movies
expose students to natural
English conversation,
developing essential
comprehension skills. Also included is the unique
opportunity to examine aspects of American and other
cultures as expressed through film. Students can thus
explore their reactions to the film and relate it to their
own experiences.

In addition, Movie Night has been extended to
Kiteto Secondary School’s dormitory residents. The
students enjoy the benefit of having the movies brought
to them, enhancing their full-time academic experience.

This innovative program serves to further diversify
the educational experience of CERC members.
Incorporating such activities into the curriculum shows
students that learning can indeed be fun while
simultaneously developing their understanding of English
and helping them discover new ways to perceive the
world at large.

Change of Address
We would like to take the opportunity to inform all of
our readers that Jifunze’s official address has changed.
If you would like to send us correspondence or

donations via post please use:
517 Summit Court, Media, PA 19063. Thank youl!

Volunteer Spotlight: Modesta Kuzenzia

We are very pleased to welcome our newest
volunteer, Modesta Kuzenzia, to the Jifunze team.
Raised in the Mwanza region of Tanzania and educated
Kodaikanal International School in southern India,
Modesta brings a very unique dynamic to the position of
volunteer.

i Modesta is
motivated by a
desire to work with
Tanzanian students
and share the
experiences she’s
had abroad. She
realizes the strong
need for
educational
development in
Tanzania and saw Jifunze as an ideal way to contribute.
Modesta’s background encourages communication with
CERC Staff on a variety of educational issues, discussing
new ideas with an inherently Tanzanian perspective.

During her year-long stay with Jifunze, Modesta will
provide valuable support to a wide variety of the CERC’s
educational programming. Already she has lent her skills
and positive attitude to the English and Computer
programs as well as to the implementation of new
recreational programming. We are very happy to have
her with us!

Modesta working in the Primary and
Children’s room.

Donor Spotlight: Collings Foundation

This quarter we would like to highlight the generous
contributions and assistance offered to us by the Collings
Foundation. The Collings Foundation is a non-profit,
Educational Foundation, based in Stow, MA founded in
1979. The purpose of the Foundation is to organize and
support "living history" events that enable Americans to
learn more about their heritage through direct
participation.

Jifunze’s co-founder, Carrie Oelberger, grew up in
Stow, Massachusetts familiar with the Collings
Foundation and the diversity of educational causes which
they support. Jifunze was honored to partner with the
Collings Foundation at the very beginning of our
fundraising campaign for the CERC, back in the fall of
2000. Since that time the Collings Foundation has
continued to show continued interest and financial
support for our work, in addition to assisting our
development by creating networking opportunities with
other donors and individuals interested in international
education.

We would like to whole-heartedly thank the Collings
Foundation and wish them continued success in the
future!




